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Inmanucd Lutherans Neu Church 


Fresno, California 


Ground was broken August 4, for a new church of the Immanuel Lu- 
theran Congregation, near Fresno, California, the Rev. O. V. Magnussen, 
Pastor. The project will be about $100,000. Pastor Hugh Dowler and Grant 7 
Ranlett of the U.L.C.A. of Fresno had part in the service. St. John’s Lu- 
theran Choir (A.E.L.C.) Fresno, rendered an anthem. The picture shows 
the parish house in the background, which is already built. 


Chaplain Robert Nelson was hurt 
seriously on August 9 at the air base 
‘Greenville, S. C., He was riding in 
motor scooter, when someone ran 

him. He was taken to the Air 


here it was found necessary to amp- 
ate his right leg at the knee. Chap- 
Nelson’s home is at Racine, Wis. 
He was graduated from Trinity Sem- 
y in 1955 and ordained to become 
lain. He is married to the former 
ne Sandberg. They have two chil- 


_ Address: 
; Chp. Robert G. Nelson 
_ Maxwell Airforce Base Hospital 
ontgomery, Alabama 


astor Sidney E. Jorgensen preach- 
his last sermon on Aug. 12th, at 
Stephen’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
‘Camp Douglas Wis. Pastor Jorgen- 
1, who has served this community 


‘Savior’s Lutheran Church in Oakland, 
alif. on ‘Sept. Ist. On Friday, evening, 
ug. 3rd, the congregation held a 
arty for Pastor and Mrs. Jorgensen 
id their children, Jim and Joan. 
Colored moving pictures depicting the 
‘ uilding of our new church and the 
rch dedication were shown. The 
wensens were presented with a gift 
money from the congregation. 
—Corr. 
ev. Jongensen will be residing at 
5 High St., Apt. 21, Oakland, Calif. 


Bequest to Synod 

_ (Christen Lomborg, Edgewater, Ber- 
gen County, New Jersey, a master 
ardener who served for many years 
_ estates of a number of wealthy 
eople in that area, has granted a 
equest of $18,162.20 to the United 
‘Evangelical (Lutheran Church. A 
check to that amount was received 
cently. He was unmarried. It ap- 
ears that he frugally saved his 
money and upon his death the residue 
of this estate was divided equally 
tween our church and the American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. May 
od ‘bless the memory of this friend 
and benefactor of the church. It was 
_ willed directly to the Church. It will 
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rest with the Church Council to de- 
termine how it is to be divided. 

The best way to spend your money 
is for God and His Kingdom. The 
finest way to invest it is in the cause 
of God and the salvation of souls. 
Remember your Church in your Will. 
Let your earthly means serve God 
after you have departed from this life. 

—Hans C. Jersild 

Rev. Edwin A. Svendsen has accep- 
ted a call to a campus ministry at 
Texas A & M, College Station, Texas. 
Pastor Svendsen is called to be Exec- 
utive Director of the Lutheran Stu- 
dent Foundation of the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of Texas, 
which is partially supported by the 
National Lutheran Council under the 
Division of (College and University 
Work; also, he is called to be Luther- 
an campus pastor at A&M. 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Congrega- 
tion, a growing AIC Church on the 
edge of campus, around which the 
ministry centers, is also sharing in 
the call. Pastor Svendsen will re- 
ceive a letter of transfer to the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church Ministerium so 
that he might officially serve the con- 
gregation on campus and carry out the 
other responsibilities in the college 
community. 

The new address is: 310 North 
Main St. College Station, Texas. 


The Correct View of the Nisei Work 
By D. G. M. Bach 

I want to call attention to what is 
evidently an error in judgment in the 
report on the Nisei Work, in the an- 
nual report of the Home Mission 
Board. I quote: 

“At the Annual Meeting of the 
Board of Home Missions it was voted 
to transfer the Nisei work to a differ- 
ent category as of Jan. Ist, 1957, since 
the work can well be integrated with 
the parish ministry of the Del Rey - 
Reedley parish. This would be more 
in keeping with the policies estab- 
lished by the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil governing non-segregation.” 

This statement is entirely mislead- 
ing, and shows clearly that the Home 
Mission Board has been laboring un- 
der a misapprehension. In the first 
place, the work among the Nisei can- 
not be integrated with the parish min- 
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istry of the Del Rey - Reedley parish. 
The Nisei work is a wider work car- 
ried on on a county-wide basis in co- 
operation with other Japanese Chris- 
tian groups. The greater part of the 
Nisei belong and live in other places 
than the Del Rey -Reedley parish. A 
weekly radio broadcast is carried on 
in the radio stations of Dinuba and 
Fresno. Also, the Nisei Lutheran is 
being sent out to Japanese homes in 
Sanger, Del Rey, Selma, Fresno and 
other places. 


With reference to the statement 
that the National Lutheran Council 
has an established policy, the parish 
approach, this too is misleading. The 
policy of the National Lutheran Coun-. 
cil is to place areal secretaries who 
direct the policies of the National 
T.utheren Council to fit in with the 
needs of the field, and not vice versa. 

The approach to the Nisei is still 
being studied by the National Luther- 
an Council, a study that is based on 
the experiences of the men on the 
field. It may ibe that we have jumped 
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litorials and Comments 
WHAT DO YOU EXPECT? 
le average pastor would no doubt be surprised, if 
; a sermon, in which he has told the congregation 
spent, to believe and to follow Christ, someone came 
im and said, “Pastor, I will follow Christ, will you 
ime?” 
ye ‘believe this is something that seldom happens. 
1 that is our personal experience. If any one of 
fellow pastors often have people come and tell him 
i things, we would like to hear from him! 
hat do we expect? Do we expect something like 
‘to happen, when we prepare a sermon and deliver 
| It seems as if Jesus expected that. When he told 
se men to follow him, he expected that they would, 
they did. When he told a man to go and do like- 
+, he expected that man to do it. When he called 
, he expected Levi to accept the call. 
en you go to church Sunday morning do you go 
the intention that as God speaks to you, so you 
try to do? 
t the end of a service the pastor may hear a few 
mpliments.” “I enjoyed your sermon”, “this was a 
.derful sermon,” etc. But that is no guarantee that 
‘person who says it will go out and try to put to 
practice, what he heard. 

is true that we must depend on the Spirit of God to 
che work in the hearts of people. But is it not true 
- we do not generally expect the gospel which is a 
-er to have any power? 
Ye would be surprised if all of a sudden people be- 
to repent, to be converted, to want to follow Christ, 
oring unchurched neighbors to church. 
3 this the trouble today, that we do not expect any- 
1g? The members do not expect anything, and the 
tor would be so surprised, if people began to do what 
said, that he would not know what to do. He might 
m get the idea that something was wrong. 
"his may seem especially addressed to pastors, and it 
But you who hear have a similar responsibility. If 
_do not expect anything in church, you will get very 
‘e, for you will pray very little. If you do not hear 
h the deep intention of putting into practice what 
1 hear, the Word of God is preached in vain as far as 
What do we expect? 


me ee 


1 are concerned? 


A CANADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 


A CANADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH?” The ques- 
1 has no bearing on organizational union, a vital is- 
that is much discussed in our circles today. Instead 
may be asked, “Are Canadian Lutherans different 
m those of other countries? Is there anything, theo- 
ical or otherwise, that differentiates us if only to a 
all degree from our Lutheran brethren of other lands, 
m those of the United States?” 

this is a question which is being asked almost con- 
jally throughout Canada today with reference to our 
ture. As we are growing into the youth of nation- 
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hood, are we developing a culture that is peculiar to our | a 
country, or is it comprised of “leftovers” or copies of “ 


that of other lands? 


It would be presumptuous, even impossible, to speak a 
of the distinctiveness of Canadian Lutheranism today. — 
We are still very much in our infancy in most parts of — 
Yet there are certain characteristics that begin 
character 
with little theological diversity, solidarity of spirit, an a: sf 
increasing awareness of other Lutherans from coast to os a 
should not occasion surprise, for all of us reflect the Me 
background of a country which is just becoming of age. is 
Certainly, whatever their precise form may be, there — 
will be distinguishing features of Canadian Lutheranism — 


Canada. 


to distinguish themselves—a conservative 


coast, consciousness of ourselves as Lutherans. 


in the future as we arrive at a much more homogeneous _ 


state. This has taken place in other countries, and we " 4 
are sure that the experience of others will be repeated 


here. 


It is these characteristics which are and which will — 
become descriptive of us that we refer when we make 4 
use of the term ‘‘Canadian” Lutheran. This term does — 
not designate us as “‘nationalistic” in spirit, but does — 
emphasize the peculiar traits and responsibilities which — 
are our very own. Nor does this in any way separate 
Canadian Lutherans from others—we are a segment of — 


the whole, but a segment still has its own area and 
boundaries. 
A Canadian Lutheran Church? 


closely to the Lutheran family throughout the world.— 
—New Horizons. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC FOR VICE-PRESIDENT? 


By the time this reaches our readers, the two national — 


conventions nominating presidential and vice-presiden- 
tial candidates have taken place. The question of a 
possible Roman Catholic vice-president was discussed 
in July and August. The Christian Century registers 
an emphatic No to the idea. We agree with this paper, 
and we pass on the editorial note of the Christian Cen- 


tury to the readers: 

TIME’S issue for August 6 carried a two-column report, 
couched in sympathetic terms, of a “confidential survey” 
made by the Democratic state chairman of Connecticut, 
himself a Catholic. This survey attempts to prove that 
“Democratic presidential chances in November may well 
depend upon getting a Catholic on the national ticket.” 
Based on studies of the votes of northern states in whicha 
proportion—but only in the case of Rhode Island a major- 
ity—of the population is Catholic, it attempts ito build a 
case for vice-presidential Massachusetts Senator John Ken- 
nedy, who is a serious contender, or for Mayor Robert Wag- 
ner of New York, who hasn’t a chance. Comment on slanted. 
analysis of this kind cam safely be left to those who have 
already made up their minds and who need something to 
clothe their conclusions. The important question is not 
Time’s “Can a Catholic Win?” but: Should any of the pub- 
lic figures who hold that faith and who have so far been 

(Continued on page 15) 


Perhaps not organic- 
ally as yet, but a new form is beginning to take shape 
on the horizon—that of Canadian Lutheranism. May 
it have a personality of its own, yet ever be bound — 
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f i -CLERGYMEN LIST FAULTS 
. IN MODERN PREACHING 


Ri: Oklahoma (City—Greater consecra- 
tion on the part of Christians and 
“strong, courageous, determined Bib- 
 lical preaching” are among America’s 
: prime meeds, according to a joint 
iS aS statement issued here by four Prot- 
_ __ estant clergymen of as many denom- 
-. inations. 


- The statement summarizing “faults 
in modern day preaching which need 
correcting” was signed by the Rev. 
_ J. Clyde Wheeler (Disciples), the Rev. 
* J. C. Segler (Baptist), Dr. McFarrin 
_ Stowe (Methodist), and Dr. C. Ralston 
- Smith (Presbyterian). 


“More forceful presentation of hard- 
_ and-fast Biblical rules with a ‘thus 
' sayeth the Lord’ emphasis, instead of 
' man’s opinion, is needed to meet mod- 
‘ ern world needs,” they said. 


_ “People have heard the word of 
man, now they want the word of 
va ‘God because they’ve tried everything 
else and it hasn’t worked.” 


Among the faults the statement pin- 
pointed were: - 


1. Vague rambling in sermons with 
no clear-cut point—often done to 
(please congregations instead of en- 
lightening them. 


2. Pretentious and highly colored 
delivery, either with little or no real 
feeling or an ostentatious amount of it. 


3. Increased cutting of sermon length 
to “make it easy on the congregation.” 


4. “Toning down” of the spiritual 


_Message to “please people” or make the 
word of ‘God “flexible.” 


5. Timidity in stressing the harder 
demands of religion in action. 


CHURCH CONSTRUCTION 
AT ALL-TIME HIGH 


Washington, D. C.—Church construc- 
tion totalled $66,000,000 in July, match- 
ing the all-time record for that month, 
the Departments of Commerce and 
Labor reported. 


The July figure was $4,000,000 high- 
er than that for June and $10,000,000 
above May. It brought religious con- 
struction for the first seven months 
of this year to $403,000,000—breaking 
the record of $401,000,000 established 
in 1955. 


Building bby non-public schools and 
colleges reached $48,000,000 last 
month, a gain of $7,000,000 over July, 
1955. This made the total for the first 
seven months $296,000,000—a 10 per 
cent gain over last year’s record. 


Construction by private hospitals 
and institutions, most of which are 
church-related, increased to $26,000,000, 
but this was $5,000,000 less than a year 
ago. 


CONGREGATIONAL PASTOR 
IN CAPITAL POST 


Washington, D. C. — A Protestant 
minister will help write President 
Hisenhower’s speeches during the fall 
campaign. 


The Rev. Frederic Fox of Williams- 
town, Mass., has taken a position on 
the White House staff as assistant to 
Dr. Kevin McCann, the President’s 
special aide. Dr. McCann helps the 
President in drafting his speeches and 
executive (proclamations and Mr. Fox 
will assist in this work. 


Mr. Fox has taken a year’s leave of 
absence from the pastorate of the 
First Congregational church of Wil- 
liamstown which he has served since 
1953. A graduate of Princeton Uni- 
versity, he was a newspaper writer 
and worked for the National Broad- 
casting ‘Company network in New 
York City before his ordination. He 
has been a frequent contributor in re- 
cent years to the New York Times 
and the Christian Science Monitor. 


Dr. McCann, who was a top aide 
to Gen. Eisenhower during his presi- 
dency of Columbia University, is him- 
self on leave of absence as president of 
Defiance (O.) College, an institution 
affiliated with the Congregational 
Christian Churches. 


WORLD COUNCIL FAVORS 
SENDING DELEGATION TO CHINA 


Galyatetoe, Hungary—A_ resolution 
favoring a visit to Communist China 
lby a World Council of Churches’ dele- 
gation “whenever such a visit would 
be welcome” was unanimously adopted 
by its (Central Committee here, 


The resolution said that sending a 
delegation to China “would increase 
the goodwill, understanding and fel- 
lowship within the worldwide Chris- 
tian community represented by the 
World Council.” 


It expressed the hope that su 
deepened fellowship would “aid in t 
building of a peaceful world of x 
dom, truth and justice for all people 

The committee referred to the rf 
cent visit paid to China by Lutherj)’ 
Bishop Rajah B. Manikam of Tranquy 
bar, India. It also mentioned the p 
ence at its annual meeting here of bh 
Chinese observer, Anglican Bishop | 
H. Ting of Chekiang. 

It voiced satisfaction that with Bi 
op Manikam’s visit to China and Bis i 
op Ting’s presence here “the chure 
es in the People’s Republic of Chi 
and the World Council of C 
have entered into contact with 
other.” i 

The committee said it also rejoicd, 


a 
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in the evidence concerning the vita 


ity of church life in China which | 
said had been found in the addrel. 
given by Bishop Ting at a previou 
session. L. 
In his talk, the Chinese prela}}) 
stressed that the churches on the Chin 
mainland had been strengthened [). 
a new independence from Wester, 
ties and had developed a program q 
self-administration, self-support 
self-propagation. 


BATAK CHURCH ORDAINS 42. | 
AT SERVICE IN INDONESIA | 


One of Indonesia’s largest Laitheaf 
an. churches, located in the sma 
provincial town of Siantar, Sumatré: 
was the scene of the ordination of 4} 
pastors into the Batak ‘Christian Prot} 
estant Church of Indonesia. 

Ephorus Justin Sihombing led 
service, assisted by 80 pastors, and Di 
Arne Sovik, assistant director of 
Lutheran World Federaticn’s Depa i 
ment of World Missions. 

More than 2,000 people attende 
the ceremony, some 1,200 outside thi 
church listening through loudspeaker 
in the shelter of a temporary pavilion} 
The interior of the church was crowdl 
ed with. 800 people, women on thi 
right and men on the left, accordi 
to Batak custom. 

Dr. Sihombing delivered the ordin| 
ation sermon recalling the early history 
of the Church in the days of 
pioneer German missionary, Dr. Ludi 
wig Nommensen, 

Following the service, the new pas} 
tors were given their parish assign, 
ments which had been made by the 
Church \Council a few days before 
The number of ordained pastors now 
serving the 670,000 member ‘church is 
169. | 

Most of the ordinands completed 
their five years of theological study 
at Nommensen University in Siantar. 
The University was established by the 
Batak Christian Protestant Church in 


te t 27, 1956 ja ae i 

9 The Church is a member of the 
I MF ran, World Federation, and LWF’s 
i artment of World Missions contrib- 
6 staff and building costs to the 
versity as part of the department’s 
program to younger churches. 


i ‘S THROUGH LWA AND LWR 
HSS THE $100 MILLION MARK 
}pivitual and material relief activ- 
it 

AR 
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is of Lutheran World Action and 
eran World Relief passed a. 
0,000, 000 mark early in August, 
KS announced at New York by te 
C. Empie, executive director of 
| National Lutheran Council. 
he Council iJaunched ‘Lutheran 
»rld Action in 1940 and Lutheran 
orld Relief in 1946 in a dual effort 
traise cash and goods to meet emerg- 
y needs at home and abroad that 
aw out of World War II. 
Gifts received and distributed by the 
im agencies reached $101,250,226 this 
er, according to Dr. Empie, near- 
80 per cent of which was contrib- 
ad by American Lutherans. 
“A flood of personal efforts and sac- 
ices and prayers on the part of tens 
hd even hundreds of thousands of 
dividuals was poured into this tre- 
endous worldwide program of relief 
pnd reconstruction,’ he said. 
IThe $100 million mark was topped 
nen LWA reported that receipts in 
is year’s appeal for $3,172,000 a- 
unted to $1,459,122 as of the first 
sek in August, and LWR reported 
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that its shipments in July were valued 
at $1,376,761. 

This brought the total to $44,508,- 
572 in cash contributions to Lutheran 
World Action over the past 16 years 
by members of the eight church bodies 
participating in the Council—the Unit- 
ed Lutheran (Church in America, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Ameri- 
ean Lutheran Church, Augustana Lu- 
theran Church, Lutheran Free Church, 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Suomi Synod and American Evangeli- 
eal Lutheran (Church. 

Lutheran World Relief’s July ship- 
ments jboosted its total to $56,741,654, 
representing donations of food, cloth- 
ing, shoes, medicines and miscellane- 


. ous supplies during the past decade. Of 


this amount, $22,168,891 has ‘been in 
government-surplus commodities. The 
rest was donated by the NLC groups 
and the (Lutheran ‘Church-Missouri 
‘Synod, which has cooperated in LWR 
for the past three years. 

Dr. Empie stressed that “far be- 
yond the value of this total is the sig- 
nificance of the love and concern of 
the millions of American Lutherans 
expressed in this way over a decade 
and a half.” 

In that period, LWA funds and LWR 
goods have ibeen distributed in more 
than a score of countries, and, in his 
opinion, “there is no doubt that this 
outpouring of love in the form of gifts 
had an important bearing upon the 


THE LIVING WORD 


By Luther A. Weigle 


“Purchase” and “wealth” 


rTo purchase now means to buy. 
involves the payment of a price, 
sually of money. But in 1611 it was 
in a general word that meant to 
“quire, obtain, or gain. In Shake- 
»eare’s Tempest (IV, 1, 14) Prospero 
srees to the marriage of Ferdinand 
nd Miranda, in these words: 

“Then, as my gift and thine own 

acquisition 
Worthily purchased, take my daugh- 
ter.” 

The revised versions of the Bible 
tain the word “purchase” only where 
xe context implies the payment of a 
“ice, Elsewhere it is replaced by “got- 
on” (Plsalm 74:2); “won” (Psalm 
8:54); “obtain” (Acts 8:20; 20:28). 
Surchased possession” is a mislead- 
ug expansion of the Greek word for 
Sossession” (Ephesians 1: 14). 

“They that have used the office of 


a deacon well purchase to themselves 
a good degree” (1 Timothy 3:13) is a 
sentence that does not refer to men 
who use an office for their own profit 
or men who try ito buy honorary de- 
grees. Its meaning is “Those who serve 
well as deacons gain a good standing 
for themselves.” 

The word “wealth” was used in 
1611 in the sense of weal or well-being. 
Unless we remember this, the King 
James rendering of 1 Corinthians 10:24 
looks like encouragement to theft: 
“Let no man seek his own, but every 
man another’s wealth,” Tyndale’s 
translation had been a little more 
guarded: “Let noman seke his awne 
proffet; but let every man seke an- 
others welthe.” The Revised Standard 
Version translates the verse: “Let no 
one seek his own good, but the good 
of his neighbor.” 
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course of contemporary Lutheran 
Church history throughout the world.” _ 

He said further that “uncounted — 
thousands of persons are living who 
otherwise would now be dead, and mil- — 
lions of souls have been given great — 
spiritual assistance and inspiration.” 

“But the by-product which is per- 
haps most significant insofar as the — 
American Lutheran churches are con- — 
cerned,” he added, “is that in the. 
process of helping others they learn- be 
ed to work together better and had td 
their horizons broadened and their in- ps 
sights deepened. The whole Church ~ 
on this continent was blessed immeas- f 
urably and the spiritual stimulation — 
will continue to work for years to — 
come.’ Ng 
Warning that “we should not be too ‘ 
self-congratulatory or ‘complacent a- x 
bout this record,” Dr. Empie declared — 
that “we dare not rest on our laurels - 
but under God must press forward to — 
ever greater achievements which faith . 
in Jesus Christ and perasiice to our 
Christian vocation require.” ue 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Knubel Miller Lectures—1955 “THE a 
CHURCH AND THE AMATEUR A- | 
DULT.” Board of Publication of the 
United Lutheran Church in America ; 
by Ralph W. Loew, 108 pages. 

Keeping pace with the numerous 
workshops, camps and new techniques. 
that are ‘being developed in youth © 
work is almost a full time job. Grad- _ 
ually the gap widens for the parish — 
pastor between the traditional cate- 
chism teaching and the thought pat- — 
terns under which tyouth live. This 
book is an able restatement in twen- 
tieth century language of the church’s 
approach to youth. It furnishes the 
parish pastor with a means for under- 
standing and ministering to his young 
people. 

A survey of present day confirma- 
tion instruction is called in the first © 
chapter, “The End of the Beginning.” — 
Particularly is the second chapter. 
sympathetic toward youth’s needs in 
what is called “Pressures on the Ama- 
teur Adult.” To minister to those who 
have dreams and, what is more diffi- 
cult, to those who are young and al- 


‘ready have regrets because of circum- 


stance or youthful folly is dealt with 
in, “Yearning for Vocation.” The baf- 
fling perplexity that youth faces in 
the requirement that he make a choice 
when he is not equipped to make it 
and the suffering that goes into the 
decision make up chapter four, “The 
Search for Integrity.” “Possessing our 
Possessions,” the last chapter, concerns 
itself with the stated hope of eternal 
life in the scriptures and the possi- 
bility of its realization by the ama- 
teur adult. A. P. Staby 


_ GODLINESS 


of several books of the New Test- 
- ament—Letters to the Churches he 


zr preacher, Timothy: “Train yourself 


- ing is of some value, godliness is of 
value in every way, as it holds 
_ promise for the present life and also 
_ for the life to come.” (I Timothy, 
~ 4:7-8. RS.V.). 


i, Concerning the value of Godli- 
ness, it is interesting to note these 
three translations: The King James 
version reads: “Godliness is profit- 
able unto all things.” Moffat uses 
_ the word “religion” instead of “god- 
wea liness” and says: “Religion is of 
service in all directions.” And the 
Revised Standard Version, as a- 
i" in ‘bove, reads: foe is of value 
in every way.” 


Whether we use the word “godli- 
ness” or “religion” we know _ it 
means living according to God’s 

will, as it is revealed in the Scrip- 
tures and especially as in the life 
of Jesus Christ. If we live thus, Paul 
tells us, we are “more than conquer- 
ors” in this life and become spirit- 
ually prepared for the life to come. 


Some 1900 years ago the world’s 
4 greatest Christian, theologian, and 
_ ambassador for God, the apostle 
Paul, said: “Godliness is of value 
in every way.” 


Look who’s saying this today: 
Our leading health authorities and 
the F.B.L, our authority on crime, 
—just to mention two important 
fields of service. 

For some time now, our author- 
ities on health have been telling us 
that much of the illness today, 
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x in godliness; for while bodily train- 


~Geod fer Two Worlds 


By H. H. Smith, Sr. 


physical and mental, has a spiritual 
basis. Many are in hospitals be- 
cause of a feeling of frustration, 
anxiety or guilt, the result of a 
lack of a satisfying religious experi- 
ence. In one of his Letters to his 
churches, Paul gives this formula 
for a happy life: “Have no anxiety 
about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace 
of God which passes all understand- 
ing, will keep your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philip- 
pians, 4:6-7. R.S.V.). 


Put in fewer words it is this: 
Worry about nothing, pray about 
everything and give thanks to God. 


The increase in crime among our 
youth is a serious matter today. 
Mr. Hoover, of the F.B.I., reported: 
“Nearly; oneshalf of the persons 
arrested for crimes against proper- 
ty involved people who were under 
21 years of age.” While the home, 
the church, and the school may each 
come in for its share of blame for 
the moral instability of many of 
our young \people, no one will dis- 
pute Mr. Hoover’s opinion that much 
of the blame is to be found in a 
lack of a religious atmosphere in 
the home. 


No, they do not use the exact 
words of the Bible, “Godliness is of 
value in every way,” but, as lead- 
ers in their respective fields, they 
do say that religion has a great 
influence in promoting health and 
in preventing crime. With our 
over-crowded hospitals and over- 
crowded prisons, there ought to be 
a lesson here: for us. 


world at large that godlin 


‘they are determined to live A 


ligion) is “profitable”’—that 
ly pays in every way to be r 
—to strive to live according to Gi 
will. Having no strong convicti 
about spiritual things and the life 
come, many feel that they m 

grab all they can from the pre 
life, and their motto is, “One we 
at a time.” This usually Bee 


according to their own inclinati 
and desires—regardless of whet 
their conduct is in harmony w 
moral law and the will of God. 1 
result is that their lives are a f 
ure for both worlds—the pres 
life and the life to come. ey 


God wants us to make a suce 
of both worlds, which means liv 
the present life according to 4 
revealed will, and then we are BR 
pared for the life to come. 
how, many seem to think that Ge 
way of life for us is a sort of “k 
joy,” but, instead of being a way 
“joy-robbing,” it is a way of tie 
giving.” A man once remarked 
“IT hear that you he 


given up all of your pleasures a 


another, 


joined the church.” His reply w 
“No, I have given up my foll 
and found my pleasures.” The woz 
is slow to learn that God forbi 
only those things which are det 
mental to our welfare, but mar 
it appears, have not gone beyo: 
the little boy who said, “If it were: 
for God and the policeman I cou 
have a good time.” 


It has been said that God h 
created a world that is “geared 
righteousness.” Only as our liv 
are geared to righteousness” 
right living, can we make a succe 
of life here and hereafter. Any oth 
way of life means tragic failm 
And as we seek a solution of t 
different, baffling problems befo 
a troubled world, we know th 
“godliness,” the Christian way 
life, offers the only solution. 


.° 1948, Colombian Protestants have suffered the following losses— 
| 46 church buildings destroyed by fire or dynamite 

‘ 

i 


75 believers killed because of their religious faith 


More than 200 schools closed by the government 
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YERSECUTION 
In Colombia 


By Dr. Rolf A. Syrdal 


‘There may be a lack of personal interest in statistics. 
‘ut when we look at specific instances and see the 
guman pathos involved and the courage of individual 
trotestant believers, we realize that there is a deep 
truggle going on here between totalitarianism and free- 
om of religion. Let us give a few examples: 


When a mob of twenty fanatical people tried to kill 
ne members of the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
pngregation in La Plata, Huila Department, the mayor 
md the governor of the department refused to provide 
rrotection for the Protestants. The governor of the de- 
-artment told the pastor: “The police have the right to 
ire at meetings where Communism is suspected.” This 
‘ecusation that Protestant Christianity in Colombia is 
elated to international Communism has been reiterated 
ecently by the governmental and ecclesiastical author- 
ties. The President of Colombia, General Gustavo Rojas 
Pinilla, in his New Year’s address in 1956 said that the 
Sommunists are using the Protestants in their effort to 
-onquer the country; and the Catholic bishop of Cali, Dr. 
Tulio Caicedo, said in a pastoral letter this year that the 
majority of the Protestants, Colombians as well as for- 
signers, are related to Communism. This accusation has 
yeen repeated by the Catholic clergy from their pulpits, 
yy radio, and in their publications. Immediately after 
he sermon delivered by Bishop Francisco Gallego Perez 
at his outdoor mass in the Central Square in Barran- 
yuilla on May 1st, there were shouts of “We don’t want 
he Protestants! We don’t want the Communists!” 


On April 11, 1956, an Evangelical meeting was being 
1eld with some children in the village of El Palmar de 
Varela, Atlantico Department, when two policemen ar- 
‘ived using extremely coarse language. They took away 
he papers which the children had in their hands, say- 
ng that that religion was prohibited. The leaders of 
he meeting, Sr. Luis Barros and Sra. Hilda de Camargo, 
were taken to the police station. In the public school, 
he same children were punished by having to stand in 
he sun with their hands raised. 
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In Sogamoso, in Boyaca Department, the mayor or- ‘ 
dered Miss Trella Hel principal of the American School 


that the enrollment book of the school was the authority. 
on whether the student was Catholic or not. be 

March 11, 1956, near the village of La Plata, Huila 
Department, a group of Protestants were holding a serv- 
ice when they were interrupted by a mob of twenty 
men armed with knives and stones. Using coarse lan— 
guage they threatened to kill all of them, saying that very © 
soon all the Protestants in that region would be ox 
ea ee The mae of La Plata was advised of ° ‘an 


twenty at men pan that the service was a 
Communist meeting being held under the guise of au 
Protestant service. i 

The most recent incident took place on April 17. Two i 
of our pastors and two of the local Christians were — 
arrested and accused of anti-government propaganda. 4 
We received the following brief report on the incident. — 

“Have you heard about the recent imprisonment of , 
Pausanius, Oliverio, Mr. Bello, and Ariel in Socota?- : 
Pausanius and Oliverio went to San Pedro on April 17. 
They went to bed at 8:30, but at 10:00 they were ‘ 
aroused by the police who had come to arrest Pausanius. — 

“On Thursday morning when the other three went to 
see what could be done, the mayor accused them of | 
having anti-government propaganda, and they were — 
also put in jail. Meanwhile a friend had gotten back to 
Sogamoso and reported the affair to the Governor in ~ 
Tumla and the Minister of Government in Bogota. The — 
following Tuesday the men were released and put on a_ 
bus to Tumla, after paying 25 to 30 pesos each as a fine | 
and signing a statement promising not to return. I - 
understand the Governor of Boyaca has signed a decree 
forbidding public meetings. 

“Evidently the entire reason for their arrest and im- 
prisonment was that they had conducted a meeting in 
one of the homes, or that they were at least suspected 
of conducting such a meeting. The big question is 
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Behetner or not the Government has the right to forbid 


such meetings. We realize that much of this type of 
action is taken on the responsibility of local officials 


entirely, but the very fact that they can continue to do 


- so without interference indicates, tacitly at least, that 


they have government support.” 


I am reporting these instances in order to get a clear 


ne picture of what is happening in Colombia, South Amer- 


‘ica in reference to foreign mission work. The Protestant 


- Church is having a great deal of difficulty. The country 


is listed as Roman Catholic, but the Protestant minor- 
ity there has a right to exist according to agreements 


between nations and the constitution of the country. 
_ There is also a large percentage of the people uncared 
_ for by the existing church. There is a continued need 
_ for evangelical witness in the area. Great numbers of 


INDIVIDUALS AND CONGREGATIONS 
“MAY MAKE LOANS TO HOME MISSIONS 


By K. M. Matthiesen 


Since the establishment of Home Mission Churches is 
in the last and final analysis the task of the congregations 
of Synod, I take the privilege of coming before you 
with a brief program report of our new Home Mission 


fields and with a statement of our needs. 


Pewaukee, Wisconsin. LeRoy Andersen has been 
pastor here for about 2 years. They have a new parson- 


age for which they secured an Endowment Fund loan. 


This congregation pays its own pastor’s salary as well 
as the amortization payments on this Endowment loan. 
Forward With Christ has made it possible to give them 


a $40,000 loan from Church Extension Funds for the 
_ building of their first unit or church. They have hitherto 
_ been worshiping in the city hall. 


East Whittier, California. This is a very new and 
promising section. A beautiful church site with a new 
house already on it has been purchased. This house 
will be used as a parsonage. Rev. Verner Carlsen has 
accepted this call and will go there early this fall. It 
will be difficult to find a place of worship for this con- 
gregation which is to be organized for as yet there is 
no public school where we can rent rooms. It is also 
becoming more and more difficult for our newly or- 
ganized congregations to rent rooms for worship in 
schools because of tightening of rules of these Boards. 
Thus it will be necessary to have between $40,000- 
50,000 available to lend them for the building of their 
first unit as soon as possible. At this writing we have 
no funds immediately available. We can only walk by 
faith and trust that the Lord will supply the funds 
through his stewards when that time comes. The Naz- 
areth Lutheran Church of Cedar Falls, Iowa, Rev. 


(people would be coming te the Protestant chure | 
they were given liberty to follow their own convictioi 
When will religious liberty come? When will - 


in these so-called Christian countries? In spite of the 
reports and the difficulties they so clearly define, 1 
work is being continued in certain areas in Colomb}, 
In every place where the Protestants are establishe), 
we find that they are courageously facing great odf 
in maintaining their faith and in witnessing to the ‘i 
neighbors and their friends. A church under persec, 
tion will either die away under compromise, or it wi | 
be strengthened through courageous witness. We mu) 
pray that this church may be able to stand the persec; I 
tion and that the strength of God may be given it. | 
Lutheran Herald| 


Homer Larsen, pastor, graciously placed on their budgt 
an amount sufficient to pay Rev. Carlsen’s salary in Ea! 
Whittier for the first year. 


Indianapolis, Indiana. This congregation plans to ré¢ 
locate in a new section and has gone on Home Missio} 
status in order to be able to make the move. They 
need a substantial loan from the Church Extensio} 
Fund. They have already purchased a building sit 
with a house on it. Our need for Church Extensio} 
Funds for this new field is also urgent. 


St. Paul, Nebraska. The establishment of this missioj 
came about through a suggested re-alignment of pa 
ishes and the request for a congregation in St. Pau. 
Last ‘September a parsonage and building site were pur 
chased. The church is under construction and will bi 
dedicated this summer. This also called for a Churel 
Extension loan. 


Salt Lake City, Utah. By action of Convention thy 
former Utah Mission was turned over to Home Missio: S 
In the contemplated expansion program of this impor 
tant and strategic work it will be necessary to increast 
the facilities by reconstructing the old parsonage int« 
a parish building and buying a new parsonage. Pastot 
Arthur Sorensen has accepted the call and will be or 
location early this fall. Tabor is the downtown churck 
of Salt Lake City and the Division of American Mission: 
of the National Lutheran Council has strongly recom: 
mended an aggressive program for our synod in this city 


OTHER REQUESTS. Our Board of Home Mission 
has time and again had to give up new fields where : 
new congregation could be organized in a thriving com 
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inity because of lack. of funds to develop the field. 
is hinders our synod from growing through the estab- 
ment of new congregations. There will very likely 
thin a very short time be more requests and unless 
have funds we will again have to let opportunities 
|. My question is: What does our God think of the type 
stewardship which causes us to have to say “No, we 
1 not start a new congregation ios because we do 


t have the funds. " 


'THE GREAT NEED is for additional funds for capi- 
investment. To help us meet this need synod has 
assed a resolution granting the Church Council per- 
iission to borrow from congregations and individuals a 
ital amount not to exceed $75,000.00. However, this 
“solution can not help us unless there can be found in 
mnod, congregations who are willing to mortgage their 
roperty and secure loans for us, or congregations or 
adividuals who have substantial amounts of cash which 
ney will lend. Our congregations in Ruskin, Nebraska 
nd Albert Lea, Minnesota have already granted such 
pans. 


OUR LOAN PROCEDURE under this new resolution 
vill be somewhat as follows: 

1) All loans will be secured by a note; signed by the 
President of Synod on behalf of Synod, with a 
90-day demand notice required. 

Larger amounts may be secured by a first mort- 
gage on the church property in which it is invested. 


2) 


Loans of $5,000 or more can not be accepted for a 
period of less than three years according to con- 
vention vote. These loans can be accepted for a 
period much longer than three years and loans 
under $5,000 can be accepted for longer or shorter 


terms. 


3) 
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THE LORD’S DAY 
By Violet Hadley Travers 


Today is the Lord’s Day—we welcome its dawning, 
Rejoice in the beauty of woodland and lea; 

We breathe the soft air of this sweet summer morning, 
And listen with joy to birds voicing their glee. 


How sweet is the fragrance of lilies and roses; 
How fair is the landscape presented to view; 
Each turn in the path fresh beauty discloses, 
With blossoms and leaves all bespangled with dew. 
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A) Interest will be paid by the Board of Home Mis- oH 
sions or the congregation borrowing as the case 
may be. ips 


On all mortgage loans amortization will be paid ie 
monthly either by the Board of Home Missions 
or by the benefiting congregation. ‘ea 


5) 


6) 
We itself ne note or eit Nee may bew Fie 
so transferred by consultation and agreement with © iy) 
the lender. ‘ 


I trust that I may hear from those congregations or ~ 
individuals who are able and willing to give us loans 
so that our Home Mission Board may know what a- ~ 
mount of funds it will have with which to carry on 
Church Extension work this fall and winter. The Execu- 
tive Committee of the Board will meet in Minneapolis i, 
on October 26 and it is expedient that we have some i 
substantial offers by that date. Let us remember that — 
we are not asking for loans with the idea of getting 
enormous sums from any church or individual for we 


realize that there may not be too many such offers, i 


Cs 


but if many congregations and individuals will lend © 
even in sums of $500.00 and $1,000.00 it can add up to” 4 
a large amount in but little time. 


This is an urgent matter. May I count upon you to — 
bring it before the trustees of your church in the very 5 
near future. Even though your congregation may a us 
no funds to lend, this letter imparts information concern- 
ing Home Missions and its needs which every member oft 
the UELC ought to know. Every congregation can make > 
it a point to pray for Home Missions and Church Ex-— 
tension as it also ought to pray for all the phases of — 
work within the Kingdom. 
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Today is the Lord’s Day—'tis His, for He made it, 
And set it apart for the good of mankind, 

The law with the promise to all who obeyed it 
Is holy and righteous and just, we shall find. 


On this day we gather with praise and thanksgiving 
To worship our God, and our Saviour adore; 
We leave for the time our secular living, 
And spend the blest hour in His presence once more. 


We use not the Lord’s Day for business or pleasure, 
But think on the promises found in His Word, 
Find at last in our hearts the soul’s richest treasure— 
The presence and grace of our Saviour and Lord. 
—Free Methodist 
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To Modern Family 


By Rev. O. A. Soeldner 


July that children have responsibilities to parents, as 
well as parents to children. oe 
They are the delegates to the Iowa State College con- 
ntion of the International Walther League. 
They adopted a “church and home” resolution that 
ay result in some eye-brow raising among modern 
young people. 
But parents have some adjusting to do, too, they a- 


- Let’s take the parents first. They’ve simply got to 

ace it— 
_ 1) There’s a growing spirit of independence in Amer- 
ican families. For one thing, children have more money 
of their own than they used to. 
2) Increased educational opportunities have narrowed 
the intellectual gap between younger and older genera- 
tions. 
_ 3) A changed social pattern is here. Junior and Jane 
date earlier, go steady sooner than Dad and Mom did. 
 Toillustrate this “new look” in modern families here’s 
a father-son conversation from the Chicago home of the 
Rey. Alfred P. Klausler, executive secretary of the 
league: 
- “Tm going to take the car, Dad.” 
_ “Wait a minute! I decide who uses the car and when. 
I paid for it. I own it. You at least have to ask for. it.” 

“But Dad, this is a democratic world and a family 
should be run democratically, too.” 
“I am democratic. I’m willing to discuss it, but I still 
believe that parents make the final decisions in a home. 
_ “Gee, Dad, you’re a square. I’ve heard of families 
like that, but I didn’t think I belonged to one.” 
_ Leaguers at Ames have studied the parents side of the 
_ issue, too. They think that: 
4 1) Children should understand what healthy home re- 
_ lationships really are. They maintain that children should 
be “helpful” and “useful” to the family. Agree, kids? 
_ 2) Children should recognize the meaning of the 
_ words “honor” and “authority.” “Thou shalt honor thy 
father and mother,” they say, is not only a good law. 
_ It makes sense where family happiness is concerned, 

3) Young people should give of themselves in the 
family, not only get—to be specific: family chores! 
4) Then there’s that kid-brother, kid-sister thing. 


enough; hard-to-follow parents’ advice; bickering; di 
tatorship and too many bosses; dating; coming-ho 
time; lack of discipline. 
Is our American family-life situation one of “ne’er th : 
twain shall meet?” Walther Leaguers don’t think s 
They’ve set up a constructive two-pronged “Far 
Life” program. They call it “For church and home,” 
they’ve invested $20,000 as a starter. 
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Its rock-bottom philosophy says, “We resolve to is 
to understand God’s will for us as members of familie 
we pledge ourselves to study that will in the Bible; y 
will strive to live this way in our families, m 


' 
is 


rd 


The two keystones of the project are: 


1) Youth have a responsibility to help build a hom 
now, as well as build a home of their own later. (“Fo 
home’’) : 


2) It is not only true that the church is here to serv 
the family; the family is also here to serve the churcl 
(“For church”) 


The program will be theoretical and practical. It wi 
teach the religious idea of family life; it will provide th: 
“how to go about it” with manuals, youth-meeting dis 
cussion-guides and film strips; it will employ “simmicks 
to keep the program alive in the household—(imagin 
looking into the bathroom mirror first thing in the morn 
ing and reading a sticker: “Let’s face it—you nee 
God’s love.”) Think -it would do anything for you: 
family life? . 


Some specific accomplishments they hope to report t 
their next convention are 25,000 new families havin; 
religious devotions together; a study of daily schedule. 
in terms of time spent at home, and the creation o 
“family fun”; and most dramatic of all, the sponsorshiy 
of four teams of seven unpaid, volunteer leaguers fron 
their international ranks to build mission chapels wit 
their own two hands in California, Florida, Georgia 
and British Columbia. 


Don’t worry. The kids have their feet on the ground 
They don’t have any thought of going back to the 1890’. 
style of family life—“be home by dark,” and “ask fo: 
every nickel.” They simply aim to meet parents half 


nes 


rf y in approaching family responsibility the modern 


ay. 

‘Their program kick-off was at Ames. It will reach 
peal societies about January. Think they'll see results 
by next July? 

Care to whip up your own “Family Life” program? 


Symbels of the Christian Church 
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The Symbols of the Apostles 


The apostles are always 
isted in the New Testa- 
ment in three groups of 
our. Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John always 
yppear in the first group. 
(Philip, Thomas, Barthol- 
iomew, and Matthew stand 
the second, and James 
tthe son of Alphaeus, 
[Thaddaeus who is some- 
times called Lebbaeus or 
Judas, Simon, and Judas 
[Iscariot comprise the final group. The order of the 
mames may vary within the three groups with the ex- 
sception that Peter, Philip, and James always stand at 
he head of their respective groups. Our symbol this 
week is that of Philip, the leader of the second group. 


We first meet Philip on that day when Jesus decides 
‘to return to Galilee after His encounter with John the 
‘Baptist at Bethany beyond the J ordan and His contact 
with Andrew and that other disciple whom we sup- 
pose to be John. Jesus Himself seeks out Philip with 
the compelling invitation, “Follow me,” and Philip is 
not long in His company before he recognizes Jesus as 
the one of whom Moses and the prophets spoke. Being 
convinced himself, he is quick to inform his friend Na- 
thanael about Jesus. When Nathanael hesitates and 

would begin an argument, Philip avoids a fruitless dis- 
cussion with his simple invitation, “Come and see.” 


‘Like Peter and Andrew and the sons of Zebedee, 
Philip was a native of Bethsaida situated on the north 
shore of the Lake of Galilee, but unlike them, we do 
not know his trade before he became a follower of Je- 
sus. Some have suggested that he might have been a 
businessman, and that Jesus therefore put him in charge 
of the provisions for the group for it is to him that Je- 
sus turns immediately prior to the feeding of the five- 
thousand with the question, ‘“How are we to buy bread 
that these may eat?” Philip was quick to calculate the 
required expenditure to be in excess of forty dollars 
thereby offering a monetary response to a test of faith. 
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We encounter Philip again during the week of J esus” 
death when a group of Greek proselytes turn to h: 
with their request, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Phili 
not quite sure how to handle the situation, consul 
Andrew the Introducer and together they lead them 
Jesus. We do not know why these proselytes singl 
out Philip from among the twelve, but it might well be 
because his name was Greek offering them a certe 
point of contact. : 


Th 


“ae 
Although Philip had readily sensed that Jesus “was 
the Messiah, he was slow to grasp the relationship th it 
exists between his Lord and the Father making it nece 
sary for Jesus to turn to him in the upper room wi 1 
the sad words, “Have I been with you so long, and yet 
you do not know me, Philip?” rE 


Despite his dullness, Philip, like the other discipl 
was transformed into an apostle of faith. Upon his shi 
we find a cross and two loaves of bread, the symbol 
Philip’s later faith and Jesus’ question concerning food 
for the multitude. Hi 


LEAGUERS ARE ASKING 


1. What should we do when our best friends s ; 
talking about us saying things which aren’t true? 


It is always sad when those whom we trust and ci 
sider to be our friends betray us by spreading false 
hoods about us. Yet it is a situation that we will prok 
ably run into all through life for the world is full 
people who will use a person as long as they can an 
then stab him in the back. 


What are you to do in such a situation? Jesus pr 
vided an answer for you both in counsel and in 1 
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abu; 
you. To him who strikes you on the cheek, offer th 
other also .. .” Doesn’t this say something about wha 
you should do? And when you behold your Saviou 
being reviled yet not reviling again, don’t you have ¢ 
answer? Do not retaliate. Return good for evil. 


This isn’t going to be easy, but it is the thing to do. 
Continue to be friendly. Do not become dirty. And 
make sure that you never do that which others have ‘ 
done to you. NG 


Just one word of warning. Are you completely sure 
that that which is being said about you is untrue? Some- 
times we human beings are terribly stubborn about ad- 
mitting the truth about ourselves and terribly sensitive 
when others point it up. 
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Bee, PRAYER 


_ I asked for bread; God gave a stone 
instead. 

_ Yet, while I pillowed there my weary 
Pe vhéad, 

| The angels made a ladder of my 
fs - dreams, 

Which upward to celestial mountains 
es Led, 

And when I woke beneath the morn- 
a -ing’s beams, 

Around my resting place fresh manna 
Ryn levy’; 

_ And, praising God, I went upon my 
way, 

>. (For I was ted. 

ne 


A God answers prayer; sometimes, when 
hearts are weak 
_ He gives the very gifts believers seek. 
But often faith must learn a deeper 
o rest, 
_ And trust God’s silence when he does 
not speak; 
“ For he whose name is Love will send 
the ‘best. 
My Stars may burn out, nor mountain 
walls endure, 
_ But God is true, his promises are sure 
iy For those who seek. 
—Author Unknown 
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JOY IS LIKE MANNA 


= ee Don’t postpone joy. Too often we say 
to ourselves, “I must cry today, but 
_ tomorrow—tomorrow I will be joyful.” 
But when tomorrow comes, our tear- 


dross of disappointment. The 
treasure slips through our fingers, 


Only today’s joys are ours. The eriefs, 


oF 


_and the disappointments can be hoard- 
ed. But joy is like manna; it comes 


new every morning. Manna from hea- 


ven sustained the Israelites in their 
_ wanderings, so long as they used each 
_ day’s supply. We must use our supply 
of joy every day. 


Joy cannot, indeed need not, ibe 
- hoarded. It comes from God, and the 
supply is inexhaustible. But we get 
only what we can use—so to get more 
' we have to use more. 


What a glorious prospect opens up! 

' Take all the joy you need! Give it 

away! Use it up! Spread it through- 
out the world! Give yourself the ‘Soy- 
ful touch” and forget to cry today or 
tomorrow. 


“This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it,” 


—United Church Observer 


BY 
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A QUIET HEART 


Humility is perfect quietness of 
heart. It is for me never to be fret- 
ted, vexed, irritated, sore or disap- 
pointed. 

It is to be at rest when nobody 
praises me and when I am blamed or 
despised. It is to have a blessed home 
in the Lord, where I can go and shut 
the door and kneel and talk to my Fa- 
ther in secret, and where I am at 
peace as in a deep sea of calmness 
when all around and above is trou- 
‘pled. —Thomas a Kempis 


PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 


Grant, we lbeseech Thee, Almighty 
God, unto Thy Church, Thy Holy 
Spirit, and the wisdom which cometh 
down from above, that Thy Word, as 
becometh it, may not be bound, but 
have free course and be preached to 
the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy. 
people, that in steadfast faith we may 
serve Thee, and in the confession of 
Thy Name abide unto the end: through 
Jesus ‘Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. 
Amen, —Common Service Book 


CONTROLS 


You cannot control the length of 
your life, but you can control its 
width and depth. You cannot control 
the contour of your countenance, but 
you can control its expression. 


You cannot control the other fel- 
low’s opportunities, but you can grasp 
your own, 


You cannot control the weather, but 
you can control the moral atmosphere 
which surrounds you. 


You cannot control the distance that 
your head shall be above the ground, 
but you can control the height of the 
contents of tyour head. 


You cannot control the other fel- 
low’s faults, but you can see to it that 
you yourself do not develop or har- 
bor provoking propensities, 


Why worry about things you can- 
not control? Why not get busy con- 
trolling the things that depend on you. 


—Highway of Happiness 


A man asked for a seat on the next 
flight to the moon. “Sorry, Sir. the 
courteous attendant said, “but all pas- 
senger flights have been canceled for 
the next few days.” 

“Oh,” said the man. “How come?” 

“Well,” answered the attendant, “the 
moon is full right now!” 


THE FIRESIDE © Bee 


THE SERMON BY AN EMPTY PE) 

The sermon by an empty pew wi 
a novel idea by which the Rev. * 
D. Barnett of Grace Church, Var 
couver, preached effectively to his cor 
gregation recently. Mr. B. warned h 
people that if there was an sempt 
seat in the church that evening he’ 
put it up at the front and let it preact 
Some may have thought that mear 
“no sermon” so stayed away. True t 
his promise, he stepped into the back 
ground and let the pew sit there, th 
picture of wisdom, while his voic 
came out of the shadows, remindin 
the congregation that if the people o 
the church were completely dedicate 
to their task the church’s problems 
even that of empty seats, would b 
solved. —United Church Observe 


A WARNING 

That man of imagination, Dr. Alex 
ander Whyte, once preached a serie: 
of sermons on the one text: “Lord 
teach us to pray”; and although the 
course stretched over a year he helc 
his vast congregation. Let any moderr 
preacher dare such a venture, anc 
he is likely to be met with the exper- 
tence of the unfortunate who had tc 
address a packed political meeting. He 
had the peculiarity of delivering his 
oration with his eyes shut. When he 
came to the end of his speech, and 
opened his eyes, he noticed that one 
lonely person sat before him. “Hello! 
what are you doing here?” he asked, 
only to receive the reply, “I am the 
next speaker.” 


Editor—You have made your hero 
too hot-headed, I’m afraid. 


Writer—What do you mean? 


Editor—He has a lantern jaw to 
begin with, and his whole face is lit 
up. His cheeks flamed, he gave a burn- 
ing glance, and then, with wrath and 
boiling with rage, he administered a 
scorching rebuke, 


LIMITED YOUTH 


We had a visit the other day from 
a prominent businessman who is well 
past the age when most successful 
men are content to retire and reap 
the rewards of their past efforts. 

We complimented him on his ap- 
parent youthfulness and energy. 

“Yes,” he said, “I feel just as full 
of energy and ideas as a man of 
thirty-nine for about half an 
hour a day.” —The Postage Stamp 


l poviet regime.) 


‘The revival began during the clos- 
ie phase of the war, and has been 
ning on ever since. It has found ex- 
>ession in the official church com- 
nunities, but it is still stronger in 
od’s underground movement,” which 
rrar{ges more services and meet- 
gs in secret than are held in the 
Murches. These secret services are 
sry well attended, and the addresses 
iven are in the highest degree prac- 
ical. 


Vorkuta is a camp where exclusive- 
ty political prisoners are assembled. 
fhe prisoners belong to four differ- 
mt opposition movements, and they 
tave been sentenced for taking part 
nm them. The largest and the strong- 
est is the organization of Christian 
-outh who call themselves “the be- 
ievers.” They have been given by 
whe wardens the nickname of “mon- 
uchki’—the little monks, and this ap- 
sellation the young ‘Christians have 
eroudly accepted. The movement is 
now known over the whole of Russia 
s “monachki.” In the seven years 
rau Gerland has spent in prison she 
nas been moved from one camp to 
another, 20 different ones in all—and 
m every one of them she met the 
monachki. 


The Christian youth movement is 
recruited from all grades of society, 
nut chiefly students, clerks and shop 
assistants. They jgather for Bible study 
in their districts. It is difficult in Rus- 
sia to get hold of Bibles, and the few 
copies obtainable are hand-written. 
These Bible manuscripts are distribut- 
ed by monachki, even among the 
prisoners in the Vorkuta camp. 


The monachki have no ritual or 
ceremonies. Their services are much 
like those of the Quakers. Anyone who 
feels led to do so reads from the Bi- 
ble and gives a short talk, in which 
he or she always tries to apply the 
words of the Bible to life and the 
community today. Similar services are 
held in the prison camps, and almost 


OD’S UNDERGROUND GOES FORWARD 
behind the Iron Curtain 


Birgitte Gerland, a 35-year-old German woman, the first prisoner to reach 
the free world from the forced labour camp at Vorkuta, claims that “a re- 
ligious revival is taking place over the whole of Russia.” (Her report, in 
all details, agrees with the facts revealed by an American, John Nobel, who 
'-was the second escapee from Vorkuta where 8,000 young Christians were 
‘sentenced to periods varying from 10 to 25 years for opposition to the 


all the prisoners attend. At first the 
guards tried to prevent these meet- 
ings, but when they failed, they con- 
tented themselves with keeping the 
prisoners away. Now, the services are 
only interrupted when bigger con- 
tingents of guards arrive. 


Among the monachki there are a 
number of conscientious objectors, 
who without exception are sent to the 
prison camps. The sentence used to be 
10 tyears, but this has been increased to 
25 years. But this does not scare the 
young men, and every year a new 
year’s class brings its quota of con- 
scientious objectors. 


The movement has also made con- 
tact with the illegal remnants of the 
Russian Mennonites, Stundists, and 
other pacifist religious groups. The 
numiber of those attached to the mon- 
achki are given as several million. 


The ‘Christian youth proclaim the 
method of passive resistance. They will 
not hear of any violence, and do not 
therefore co-operate ‘with groups who 
are preparing a new revolution. In- 
stead, they support all strike action 
(Frau Gerland says this actually does 
occur in Russia) and advise people 
not to work for the godless state. 


Young people are also leaving their 
situations and going out as evangelists 
to the remotest parts of Russia. There 
they preach the Gospel among col- 
lective farm labourers and organize 
special agricultural Christian com- 
munities. As a rule such an evangelist 
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quite clear about this, but they count — 
the year as well worth 25 years in the 
slave camp. \ 


pee 
Kee 


Inside the camp walls the yout 
Christians continue to carry on the — 
struggle. This revival movement began 
as a purely Russian movement, with-_ s 
out preachers and without ‘thelp from 
churches abroad. The only thing that 
has brought the young people into Bea 
this movement is the reading of the = 
Bible, and the desire to carry out the ; 
principles of (Christianity in their com- Cy 
munal life. 


A Report from the Norwegian daily ef 
paper Vart Land, published in Oslo. 


Mrs. Newlywed called at the shop ne 
to lbuy oysters. aS 


‘Do you want large or ee ones?” 
she was asked. j 


“Just medium, 1 think,” she sweet- i 
ly replied. “My husband takes a 16 
collar.” c 
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Budget 
entages (approximate) 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


reviously acknowledged (August 11, 1956) 
aukee, Wis., Kingo Hv. Luth. Church 
r Falls, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church 
shington Island, Wis., 


n Bye, Minn., Trinity Luth. 
emory of Mrs. Mildred Schneider 
Wis., from a friend 


wi1a., Eng. Luth. Church, Synod Quota 


Trin. Ev. Luth. Church, Synod Quota . 


lewood, Calif., Olivet Luth. Church Synod Quota 
Church from friends and relatives inj 


; St. Paul’s Luth, Church Synod Rea 
lair, “Nebr., First Luth Church, Synod Quota 


[in neapolis, Minn., 
St. 


d Milared ‘Hill 


rantsbure, Wis., from Mrs. Carrie Settlemyre in memory of Mr, A. P./ 
Olso 


: Ednvitic, Ta.., Ses: sent. by Albert E. Fabian 


Imm, Ev. Luth. Chureh 
"Mark’s Luth. Church, Synod Quota 


land, Oregon, apy Luth. Chureh in memory of Ed. 


TOTAL 


mere srs a ro nee pr 


Total Sehoot General “Home Indian Utah 


Received 
.| 18072.62)1 


Homes 
411.78] SAT aT 910.711 San1 B51 617.03) i 
} 40.00) 
560.06) 
100.00 
2:00.00: 


100.00 
200.00 


"100.00 
200.00 


sl 
121.00 
110.00 


1207.87] 3482.21 


5638.71 7608. 24 


18311.47 


PLEASE NOTE: Page 165 of the 1956 Yearbook should be corrected to show that Bethany Lutheran Church of Portland, Oregon, has paid 


ynodical quota in full. 


in the district report and hence the error mentioned above. 


‘CIAL MISSIONS 


re iously acknowledged (August 11, 
ortland, Ore., 
chapel being built by Rev. Neve 


1956) 


Bethany Luth. S. S. Primary Dept. 


for new | 


Calif., Bathel Home for the Aged sent by Walter Hansen 


n memory of Harry Brauer 

a, Nebr., Bethany Luth. 
Sleepy ye, Minn., Trinity Luth. 
--atives in memory of Mrs. 


(Mildred Schneider 


Our apologies for the error. P. V. Hansen, Treas.. 


Foreign 
Missions South WwW 
Total (WhereMost Amer. Japan Santal Sudan Jewish World Chin 
Received Needed) Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Action (Missi 
“116000.00|25000. 00/10000. 00/16745.00 BAG .00| 
1153.61] 8300.37] 9458. vt 5638.76] 8818.31] 249.78]15387.06! 


49'021.48 
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The remittance covering this appeared in the Ansgar Luth. edition of May 5, but inadvertently failed to get in- 


brook, Maine, in memory of Harry Christensen from Mrs. 
lice Senciair and family, Mrs. Mary Sweet, Mr. Folmer 
eet, Mr. and Mrs. David Brownlee, Mr. and Mrs. Sedney 
avidson and Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Wiedmann 
auc ee Utah, Tabor Luth. Church 


Ss. S. 


Luth. Church Busy Bees 
dore Karting 


i, Wis., First Luth, Church 


eived with thanks. 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


ve gun on this matter, for no policy 
has yet been established. 
Dr. Hans C. Jersild has accepted a 
call to be pastor of Salem Lutheran 
‘hurch, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


A LETTER 

he following letter is printed at 
e request of Dr. C. 'C. Madsen: 
Dear Editor: 

Tm writing this as a personal ex- 
pression for Dana College and the 
role I jgreatly hope it will play in the 
1ew synod. 

I am a Missouri Synod Lutheran, a 
graduate student at Concordia Semin- 
ary in St. Louis, but I had the deep 
privilege of attending Dana for three 
‘years. During one of those years I 
‘served as Student Body President, as 
did my lbrother, Paul, and as such had 
occasion to become somewhat familiar 


ee kee 


| 1183.27 


49704.25 8305.37 


Blair, Nebr., August 18, 1956. 


'with the problems which Dana college 


faced. 


It seems quite obvious to me that 
the years immediately preceding and 
following the merger are particularly 
crucial ones for Dana. My concern is 
not to cheer for Dana as an institu- 
tion simply lbecause of sentimental 
attachments and irregardless of what 
is best for the life of the Church of 
our Lord. I’m quite convinced that 
Dana has a positive part to play in 
the life of the new synod, and that 
to ignore this part by simply let- 
ting things drift along with a vir- 
tual “wait and see” attitude would 
indicate a sorry lack of foresight. The 
old angument as to whether student 
work ion Christian Colleges or student 
work at secular universities ought to 


be given priority seems to me to set - 


up false alternatives. Both are indis- 
pensable to the life of the Church and 
both should be promoted with vigor. 
To fail to do so in either case would 


9504.65 


5650.76] 8832.31] 249.78]15963.11| 


P. V. Hansen, Treasurer. 


be to invite foundations of weakness - 
rather than strength. 


And that, 


7 
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in my opinion is where 


Dana College comes in. Dana is at a 
crucial stage not because there is a 


chanee 


it might be surrendered—I 
cannot believe this is a serious possi-_ 


bility—but because it suddenly finds 


itself facing a future within a great 
new ‘body of Christians. Dana will 
either help take the lead in promoting 


a new surge of strength and growth 


within this body of Christians, or 
Dana will continue to struggle vali- 
antly on its own small way, a source 


of hope and life to some, but an enig- 
ma to most. 


There is little point in discussing 
now weaknesses which made Damna’s 
forward strides painful and difficult. 
There is a decisive merit, however, in 
accepting honestly the fact that Dana 
faces a new future with new leader- 
ship. Whether the direction of this 
future will be dynamic or ee 


¢ depends largely upon the lead- 
ip within the UELC at this time, 
upon the lay people who ought to 
ssisting their pastors and lay lead- 
jin asserting this leadership. For 
ne future of Dana is somewhat 
tic to the present UELC, a less 
cial outlook is hardly apt to 
ge from, other synodical sources. 
seems to me that you people of 
UELC plainly have a chance not 
nly to carry over a nice tradition 
the new synod, but to help spear- 
d the growth of the people of 
ist in a decisive way through the 
ms of Dana College. It would fbe 
srrible disappointment ito see you 
i it easy at the crossroads. Your 
"ageous spirit and decisions at the 
ar Falls convention give me rea- 
to believe that you will do noth- 
‘of the sort. 


—Art Simon 


EDITORIALS AND COMMENTS 

A ROMAN CATHOLIC FOR VICE-PRESIDENT? 

} (Continued from Page 3) 

possibilities for vice-president be nominated, 
if they are nominated, do they deserve to (be elected? 
None of the suggested has demonstrated 
icient independence so that he can be trusted to stand 
mst the never-ceasing drive of the Roman Catholic 
rch for access to public funds, as seen in the McCor- 
-k bill, and for preferential treatment by public figures 
bodies. The Roman church is not reconciled to those 
2cts of the ‘Constitution of the United States, and in par- 
lar of the First Amendment, which keep church and 
e separate, make illegal the use of tax money for the 
and insist that all 
rches shall stand on equal footing in their relations with 


rested as 


opinion is No. 


port of religious establishments 


state. 


CATHOLIC CHURCH TAKES 
ANOTHER $8 MILLION 

‘he Christian Century which always speaks its con- 
tion on public and church issues has the following 
sresting editorial note in its August 15th issue: 
1 the last rush before adjournment, the Senate of the 
ted States bowed to Roman ‘Catholic pressure and ap- 
ved a bill which will pay an estimated $8 million of pub- 
funds to that one church for its schools in the Philip- 
es. This unconscionable grab was engineered by House 
jority Leader McCormack of Massachusetts, the papal 
helped persuade the 84th Congress to be; 


ght who also 


Ieee) cree errmamenr ae mn 


. Church should be a lighthouse 
iru this storm: 
yeacon flung against the blackened 


cy. 

white, unfailing steadfast light 
at shines 

men to steer them by. 


Church should be a home thru 
ese strange days; 
sre the Bread of Life is served, 
1d we may find 


US. FOR 


Hutchinson, Minnesota, Main Street 
Lutheran Church—Edward A. Hansen, 
Pastor—We here at Hutchinson are 
indeed thankful to God to again have 
a residing pastor after a vacancy 
since February 1, 1956. 


The Rev. Edward A. Hansen was 
installed on July 22, 1956, with Rev. 
J. E, Andersen of Geneva, Minnesota, 
acting president of the Minnesota Dis- 
trict, conducting the service. 


In the evening an open house and 
pantry shower were held in honor of 
the “Hansens” in the church parlors. 


It was a day of thanksgiving for 
another reason also, for on that day 
the ground breaking for the long 
awaited Parish Education Building 
took place just after the morning 
worship. This will serve the youth 
and Sunday School especially, which 


is so sorely needed. This building — 
wlll be attached to the present church 
building, \ivbe 


During the vacancy we were sup- 
plied by students from Luther Sem- 
inary, Rev. Thorpe, a retired pastor 
from the E.L.C. Synod, and the last 
couple of months by Floyd Jorgensen, 
who has ‘been preparing himself asan — 


agricultural missionary from our syn-_ 
od. Mr. Jorgensen has been unable 
to igain passage to his destination. We — 
are thankful to God for these men 
who brought us the Bread of Life. 


the name “Hansen” is the hbest, with 
a fine tribute to our former pastor, — 


9 
a 


Rev. N. B. Hansen, who was with us 
thirteen and a half years. 4 


be allowed. 


not pass. 


the McCormack 


give-away. 


of religion. 


THE CHURCH IN THESE DAYS 


The Father waiting there to soothe 
our ills 
And give us peace of mind. 


The Church should be a school where 
we may learn 

The Holy truths these hours before 
the dawn, 

That we may igo equipped to meet 
the days 


stow nearly a million more dollars, collected from Proites- 
tants and Jews as well as Catholics, to cover alleged war 


accomplished by amending the 1948 Philippines War Claims 
act so that claims which had previously been rejected might — 
It was opposed by representatives from the — 
National ‘Council of Churches and from Protestants and 
Other Americans United and by messages from Episcopal, 
Baptist, Presbyterian and Methodist missions 
well as by other concerned individuals. 
were held in which it was pointed out that the wording of — 
H. R. 6586, the McCormack bill, practically precluded Pro- — 
testant organizations which might ‘be claimants, Protestants 
who were trying to keep an eye on this bill hoped it would — 
Congress was unable to give attention to major 
pieces of legislation, so why should it go out of its way for 
this dubious cause? 
met at ten p.m. on call from Senator Eastland and cleared 
bill, and the next morning it slipped 
through the Senate without discussion. So the Roman Cath- 
olic ‘Church, which has already collected many millions on 
previous claims for war damages suffered in the Philip- 
pines, now benefits from $8 million more. 
lic schools have not been indemnified for war damages, but 
the schools of the church will benefit by this astronomical 
Ironically, much of the money will go to rep- 
resentatives of European Catholic orders whose Philippine 
representatives favored the Axis powers during World War 
II. So an oblivious public is robbed and tax money is taken 
in defiance of the Constitution to support an establishment 


leaders, as 
After hearings 


But the ‘Senate judiciary committee 


Philippine pub- 


And pass the learned truths on. 


The Church should te a Church for- 
ever more; 

A sure foundation, and a true re- 
ward 

To all whose feet are planted on the 
rock 

Of Jesus Christ our Lord. 


—Grace Noll Crowell. 
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a SYNODICAL YEARBOOK FOR 1956 


NOW READY 

The 1956 Synodical Yearbook of the United Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church is now ready. Within its pages 
you will find a complete report of the proceedings of the 
annual convention at Cedar Falls, reports from the 
various organizations of the Church, statistics from the 
churches as well as a complete directory. This has been 
a significant year for the Church and every interested 
church member or worker should have a copy of the 


Yearbook for ready reference. 
PRICE: $1.00 POSTPAID 


MEARS wr te ae 


A UNIQUE MEMORIAL BOOK 


 “Daneville Church and Colony through Fifty Years” is the title of a 179 
- page book just published at Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. and 
' sponsored by that congregation. The collecting of the material was done 
by a Literature Committee consisting of Matt Madsen, Jonas J. Jensen, 
_ Peter N. Johnson and their pastor, Rev. Ejvind H. Nielsen, who served as 
editor. None of them are experts at the fine art of printing and publishing, 
but they possessed a wealth of memories from pioneer days and a love for 
_ their church and the colony that overcame all shortcomings and hesitations 
in producing this living memorial of those men and women, who dared to go 
_ west into this remote part of our great country and create a Danish settle- 
ment under God and stayed there to this day in spite of all the early dis- 
- couragements they had to face. The book is unique among our many Jubilee 
_ Books, issued by celebrating congregations, in the way it is composed of orig- 
_ inal contributions by those who actually experienced what they tell. The 
first part consists mainly of pictures—and a lot of them!—and matter per- 

taining to the anniversary celebration, but the larger last part contains the 

real life stories. Naturally, considerable overlapping occurs in the accounts, 
_ but this fact contributes to the interest as the perspective of the scenes 
_ varies according to the author’s part in it. The Daneville colony is located 
_ southeast of Westby on the upper boundary of North Dakota and Montana. 


Send your orders to either of the following: 


Matt Madsen, R.R. 1, Westby, Montana or Rev. Ejvind H. Nielsen, R.R. a. 
Westby, Montana or to the Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska. 


Price; $2.50 each, postpaid 


SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH-OWNED PUBLISHING HOUSE 


PuBusning House 
BLAIR. NEBRASKA. 
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a political, social and religious awé) 
ening. In this awakening the perso! 
ity of Christen Kold was forged, al 
the spirit of it was strengthened ) 
him and transmitted to succeedi} 
generations through the “free schoo} 
and the “folk high schools.” 

This is a biography of Chris! 
Kold who played such an importa} 
part in the Danish school system. } 


hood to his death. 


The author of this biography, M) 
Nanna Goodhope, is well-known | 
mong Danish-Americans for her sh¢ 
stories in Danish and English. S$} 
has done a real service to education 
thought by making this most intere i 
ing biography of ‘Christen Kold avaj 
able in English. 

You’ll want this book for your : 
rary. 


Price: $1.50 paper bound; $2.00 clo 
bound. (Include 10c per cop 
for postage) 


TRINA 
By Inga H. Dickerson 


The promise of America never di( 
—and another warm testimony of thi 
is TRINA, the story of two immigrani 
who arrive in changing, bustling #4 
merica in 1872. Rebuffed and ignore( 
Trina and Peder Bursen, erstwhi 
natives of Denmark, made their wa 
to Chicago, where again, amidst th 
roaring and busy crowds, they foun 
themselves quite alone. 

Still further west, they went besid 
the mountains, and there, in a societ 
of friendly Indians, other immigrant 
and natives of the area, they carve 
out a home for themselves and thei 
children. For many years the Ameri 
can reader has read of the immigran 
who settled in New York and whos 
dreams came true after a slight strug 
gle, but this book gives the lon 
range story of the western immigran 
who consolidated the west behin 
the famed pioneers. 


Price: $3.00 
(Include 12c for postage) 


Order from Luth. Publ. House 
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The following issues of the ANSGAR LUTHERAN were not 
available at the time of binding and are not included 


in this bound issue: 
volume 29, nos. 36,40-41 (1956) 


Again, the above issues are not included in this bound 


issue. We apologize for this inconvenience. 


Serials Department 
G. TT... Seo uac vi 
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